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emorial Day, a time of remembrance and thanks.  This country has 

been built on the determination and sacrifice of our veterans.  

Without those willing to pay the ultimate sacrifice, where would be now?  It 

was amazing to see all of those young men and women stepping up and 

taking the oath to defend this great nation.  One verse that sticks out in my 

mind as one written for those people is Isaiah 6:8 òThen I heard the voice of 

the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, 

"Here am I. Send me!"  

  

In the turbulent 

political times we are 

currently in, the 

military has always 

stood the test and 

remained true.  They 

have always performed 

their duty to the best of 

their ability.  Willing to 

go into harmõs way to 

ensure freedom and a 

strong American way of life and will continue to do so for as long as they 

are needed.   

 

 As we approach this Memorial Day, let me ask you to do 

something, when you see a veteran or someone in 

uniform, tell them thank you for their service.  Also 

remember those veterans that have gave their lives 

in the protection of our freedoms and way of life.  
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The phrase "the whole 9 yards" derives 

from World War II combat pilots in the 

South Pacific. Their planes were armed 

with machine guns that took .50 caliber 

ammo belts, which were exactly 27 feet 

long. Hence, whenever the pilots blasted 

all their bullets at a target, it caught 

"the whole 9 yards.õ 

 

Most people got married in June 

because they took their yearly bath in 

May, and still smelled pretty good by 

June. However, they were starting to 

smell, so brides carried a bouquet of 

flowers to hide the body odor. Hence the 

custom today of carrying a bouquet 

when getting married.  

 

 

Genius is one per cent 
inspiration, ninety -nine 
per cent perspiration.  

 
~Thomas Alva Edison  
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such reactions make it difficult to ascertain marketing strategies.  

 A case in point is this newsletter.  Hopefully you have noticed 

that we stopped publishing it for several months.  Our original intent 

was to go to an electronic newsletter.  Our motivations were several: 

the high cost of printing and sending a paper newsletter, the ability to 

rapidly produce and distribute an 

electronic newsletter, and the 

opportunity to be creative with color 

and content in an electronic format.  

Many to whom we communicated 

our plans were receptive to an 

electronic format but none seemed 

overjoyed.  A few let us know they 

had no ability to receive the 

newsletter electronically.  We have 

been inundated with requests to get 

the newsletter back in circulation.  

 Soéhere is the deal.  We 

have always posted our newsletter 

on the website so it will continue to 

be available electronically.  We are resuming a hard copy format for 

now.  We will intentionally solicit from our readers, and our potential 

readers, the best ways to communicate with them.  We will 

accommodate to the preferences of our public.  Bottom line, we will 

dedicate ourselves to the task of effectively communicating Godõs 

activity in the churches and ministries of Central Baptist Association.   

 We would love to hear your comments.  Communication, after 

all, is a two way street. 

cont... 
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 Ours is still in the closet, parked years ago in the leather case I 

tooled for it.  That Polaroid SX-70 camera is nearly as old as our thirty-

five year marriage.  It captured several albums full of memories and it 

was the senior to many cameras that have 

found a home in our lives.  

 With that history, I was shocked to 
learn that there is a still a community devoted 
to its use.  According to Karen Nakamura on 
the Photoethnography website 
(www.photoethnography.com ), that 
community includes, as one would expect, the 

collector but it also includes the artist.  One such artist is the German 
photographer Stefanie Schneider.  Martine Sitbon says of Schneiderõs 
work, òthe use of unstable chemicals in her photography creates 
unexpected and beautiful effects in her pictures--intensifying or fading 
colours, blurring subjects and creating ambiguity of time and space 
(www.ablogcuratedby.com) .ó  Editorialist Eric Felten (WSJ, March 26, 
2010) argues that Schneider represents artists that òprefer analog 
authenticity to the mathematical approximations of reality that define 
our whiz -bang digital age.ó   My observation is that there are a lot of 
folks holding technology at armõs length.  Most of us love the speed 
and convenience of digital communication.  We love the quality of 
digital entertainment and the instant feedback from digital 
photography.  Yet, there are times when all of this technology leaves 
too much of a virtual taste in the mouth.  
 
 It would be easy to conclude that this is an anti -computer, anti -

technology sentiment.  My experience challenges that conclusion.  One 

small example, I gave up my Blackberry a while back and went back to 

a cell phone.  I loved the Blackberry but found it too evasive and a 

nuisance to manage the same email account on a PC, a laptop and a 

Blackberry.  Here is the curious thing.  I have met several folks, some 

who were strangers to me, who in casual conversation confessed to 

making a similar decision.  Do not get me wrong.  I am not suggesting 

a trend (and there are times when I greatly miss my Blackberry) but 
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